Introduction

Over the past decade, consumer
advocates have become aware of the
Importance of cancer research.
Awareness led to involvement at the
National Cancer Institute (NCI), with
advocates serving on advisory,
planning and review committees to
represent the priorities of their
constituencies. NCI sought to ensure
that advocates involved in its
programs represent the diversity of
the cancer community.
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An NCI program to:

* Increase the involvement of people affected by cancer in NCl

activities
Increase the diversity of people involved

Match NCI activity/program needs to advocates’ skills and
Interests
Support for advocates and NCI staff working together

Provide a“ready and waiting” network of qualified advocates

"| was invited to be the patient
representative on an NCI peer review
panel for a proposed clinical trial.
The other members of the panel
were well respected scientists who
focused with diligence and purpose
on the scientific merit of the clinical
trial. 1,y raising issues related only
to the patients, sharpened that focus.
As one scientist said,'You remind us
why we are here.”

NCI CARRA member

“CARRA members make sure that the
consumer's perspective Is taken into
account when NCI makes
recommendations about the funding
of cancer research."
NCI Scientific Review
Administrator



